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Abstract 

Arab Teacher Integration in Jewish Schools (English, math and science) Program  

An evaluation study submitted to Merchavim by Dr. Yaron Yavelberg - Do-Et 
Institute 

The research evaluation of the Arab Teacher Integration in Jewish Schools Program 
(ATI), of core subject teachers of English, math and science, was carried out during the 
years 2017-2018 and focused on the impact of the presence of the Arab teachers on 
the attitudes of their students in 3 main areas: stereotypes and prejudice, shared 
citizenship and future perceptions. In addition, the research addressed the level of 
satisfaction of school principals and the Arab teachers from the integration process. 
Students’ attitudes were compared to a control group of students from similar schools 
who were not taught by Arab teachers. The qualitative part of the evaluation focused 
on 16 schools in which in-depth interviews were carried out with staff. There were 300 
students in the sample group and 135 students in the focus group. 72 school principals 
and 52 Arab teachers completed the feedback questionnaire.  

Main findings 

The evaluation results indicate a strong, statistically significant, positive influence of 
the presence of Arab teachers on the student's attitudes. For all the statements 
examined in the questionnaire there were differences in the direction supporting the 
research hypothesis (that teachers' presence in Jewish schools will have a positive 
effect). In 80% of the answered statements the differences between the sample group 
and the control were statistically significant.  When analyzing the differences between 
the groups that were more confident in their replies (replied 4-5 on a 1-5 scale) the 
statistical significance of the differences is even higher. The data that was gathered in 
the qualitative parts of the evaluation supports the quantitative findings. Almost all 
the Arab teachers expressed their feeling, and belief, that their presence is significant 
and has an impact on their students, their parents and the school environment. The 
teachers also shared stories of challenges and difficulties, mostly in the first year, that 
were handled and resolved in real time and mostly with good outcomes. In addition, 
all the Arab teachers feel they gain many benefits from their integration professionally, 
socially and economically.  

Summary 

Bottom line: the research assumption empirically support both the qualitative and 
quantitative aspects of the evaluation. The findings show very clearly that the 
presence of Arab teachers (of core subjects such as English, math, and science) in 
Jewish schools has a significant effect on attitudes and behavior of their students and 
the entire educational environment. It is our opinion that the focus on core subject 
classes plays a major part in this success. The positioning of a teacher in front of a 
class of students creates a social hierarchy that in this case turns the stereotypical 
structure that most students hold "upside down".  The extra "status" is connected to 
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core subject classes enhances this "turnover" of hierarchy and thus encourages the 
students to re-examine their social and cultural assumptions towards Arab citizens.


